Introduction
The genus Beardius was erected by Reiss & Sublette (1985) based on three new species, B. parcus from Venezuela and Brazil, B. breviculus from Panama, and B. truncatus from Texas, U.S.A. Andersen & Saether (1996) described B. aciculatus from Costa Rica and Mexico, and B. lingulatus and B. triangulatus from Costa Rica. Jacobsen & Perry (2000) revised the genus, and described B. reissi from Florida, U.S.A. Later, six new Brazilian species have been added. Trivinho-Strixino & Strixino (2000) During the last few years, by combination of sorting through unidentified museum material and fieldwork in Brazil, we have encountered twenty new Neotropical Beardius species, all described below. The genus thus comprises 33 species, distributed in the Neotropical and southern Nearctic regions. Emended diagnoses for all stages and sexes are given, the phylogeny of the genus is outlined and seven tentative species groups are proposed. Keys to the males, females, pupae and larvae are provided.
Material and methods
The specimens were mounted on slides in Euparal following the procedure outlined by Saether (1969) . The general terminology and abbreviations follow Saether (1980) . Measurements are given as ranges, followed by the mean when more than three specimens were measured, followed by the number of specimens measured in parenthesis. Types will be housed in the following collections, as stated in each description: Andersen & Saether (1996: 34) , Jacobsen & Perry (2000: 130 
